There are advances being made in digital technology every day. Very little

digital protocol development is coming from the United States. We need to

insure that the Amateur service in the US is given every opportunity to

experiment and contribute to the radio art.

It's clear the existing band segmentation is based on the characteristics of

the modes - narrower modes at the bottom of the band, and wider ones at the

top, with restrictions and exclusions, all set by regulation. The practice



is sound enough, but mandating such specifics at a Federal level has left

little room for advancement. It makes far more sense to use a bandwidth

segmentation framework, and allow the Amateur community to provide a

voluntary plan for the specifics. The ARRL is the obvious choice to provide

such a plan, which will allow the flexibility for growth or shrinkage of

these specific segments over time.

On an issue like this, there could clearly never be consensus in the amateur

community. Ultimately, the ARRL proposal is a compromise between existing

and future users. The ARRL has done an outstanding job balancing these



needs, and their proposal should be accepted as quickly as possible.

To be specific, | would like to see band segmentation by bandwidth, and the

deletion of Part 97.221(c).

Respectfully submitted,

Grant Hays

WB60OTS
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